
Betty Joan (Spears) Kahler, 93, passed away
peacefully Sunday, February 8, 2026, in her
home in Austin Texas after a long battle with
cancer. She was born on November 2, 1932, in
Summers Arkansas, the first daughter of Roy
Eugene and Edna (Gardisser) Spears of
Cincinnati, Arkansas.

She was preceded in death by her husband Louis
Edwin Kahler, her youngest son Randy Alan
Kahler, her sister Sue Caroll (Spears) Cheatham,
and her brother Billy Don Spears (and wife Mary
Lou). 

She is survived by her oldest son Terry Brent
Kahler (wife Cassandra Maureen Kahler) of
Austin, Texas, her adopted son Patricio Gonzalez
of Chihuahua, Mexico, and her youngest brother,
Roy G. Spears (and wife Carol Spears) from
Morgantown, West Virginia.

She attended grades 1-8 at Eureka school (Rag
Hollow), high school at Cincinnati, and
graduated from high school in Siloam Springs,
Arkansas in 1950. She accepted Christ as her
savior at the age of 16 during a revival meeting in
Cincinnati, Arkansas. After graduating from
high school, she moved to Springfield, Missouri
to study at the College of Commerce along with
her two cousins, Mary Jane Smith Palone and
Jenece Smith-Baker. She attended High Street
Baptist Church, was baptized and surrendered
her life to serve the Lord in full-time service and
entered Baptist Bible College in 1950 to prepare
for full-time service. She met her husband of 53
years at Baptist Bible College.

Louis was saved at the age of 18 and surrendered
his life to be a missionary two years later. She
graduated in 1954 and Louis in 1957. They were
married in May 1958. Following their wedding,
they moved to a small town in Kansas where
Louis completed his pastoral internship. Her
oldest son, Terry, was born one year later. They
spent the next two years on deputation, raising
support to go to Mexico as missionaries. They
crossed the border February 14, 1961, to begin
their missionary journey. They spent their first
year and a half in Mexico City attending
language school and learning the culture.

After completing their training, the Lord led
them to Chihuahua City, Chihuahua where their
second son, Randy, was born. They started a
church, and the church grew quickly. They also
started a Bible Institute to train national pastors
and workers. Many missions and churches were
started in different towns across Mexico as a
result.

God led them to the mountain area in Northwest
Chihuahua in 1988 where they worked with the 
Tarahumara Indian Tribe. They moved to
Bocoyna, Chihuahua, a small rural community,
along with about 25 Bible Institute students. The
Grand Avenue Baptist Church, a Christian
School, a children’s home and a rehabilitation
center for young children were started. They also
expanded their work to other indigenous tribes in
the region. It is estimated that over 10,000
children and young people from all over the
region came to attend school. About 70% of the
students were saved, and some surrendered to the
ministry, returned to their hometowns and are
now pastoring about 20 churches.

Louis passed away in March 2011. Instead of
retiring, Joan decided to stay in Mexico to
continue serving the Lord. She eventually retired
in December 2023 at the age of 91. She will
always be remembered for her dedication to her
faith, the love of her family, the overwhelming
support and love for the people she worked with
and for her resilience. She was passionate about
everything she did, and she tackled life’s
problems, including her health issues, with all her
energy and might.

The family asks for donations to the mission in
Mexico in lieu of flowers or gifts. Mail your
checks to Tower Road Baptist Church, 601 86th
St SW, Albuquerque, NM 87121 and mark the
funds “For the work in Bocoyna”.

APPRECIATION
On behalf of the family, we wish to express their gratitude

for your many acts of kindness, and for your
attendance at the funeral service.

Luginbuel Funeral Home
Prairie Grove, Arkansas

online guest book, visit www.luginbuel.com

Celebrating
THE LIFE AND MEMORY

Betty Joan (Spears)
Kahler

November 2, 1932 - February 8, 2026

“That if you confess with your mouth the
Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that

God has raised Him from the dead, you will
be saved. For with the heart one believes
unto righteousness, and with the mouth

confession is made unto salvation.”
Romans 10:9–10



Trust in the LORD with all thine heart;
And lean not unto thine own

understanding. In all thy ways
acknowledge him, And he shall direct

thy paths.
Proverbs 3:5,6

Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not
dismayed; for I am thy God: I will

strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee;
yea, I will uphold thee with the right

hand of my righteousness.
Isaiah 41:10

CELEBRATING THE LIFE & MEMORY OF
Betty Joan (Spears) Kahler

DATE, TIME & PLACE OF SERVICE
Friday, February 27, 2026 - 10:00 A.M.

Summers Baptist Church

ORDER OF SERVICE

Prelude Family Memories Video

“Send The Light / The Regions Beyond”

Opening Remarks Paul Young
Pastor - Summers Baptist Church

Prayer

“Too God Be The Glory / So Send I You”

Words of Comfort

Closing Prayer

Postlude Family Memories Video

GRAVE SIDE SERVICES WILL FOLLOW AT OLD UNION
CEMETERY, WITH FELLOWSHIP AFTERWARD AT THE

CINCINNATI FIRE STATION.

FINAL RESTING PLACE
Old Union Cemetery - Cincinnati, Arkansas

PALLBEARERS
Devin Spears - Roger Spears - Mike Shoemaker

Luke Willoughby - Zack Willoughby
Noah Willoughby

“Repent therefore and be converted,
that your sins may be blotted out,

so that times of refreshing may come
from the presence of the Lord.”

Acts 3:19

“The Lord has done great things for
us, and we are filled with joy.

Psalm 126:3

“And Jesus came and spoke to them,
saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me
in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and

make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them

to observe all things that I have
commanded you; and lo, I am with you

always, even to the end of the age.’”
Matthew 28:18–20


